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A- 2 57  lORSIGlI  1TE';»S  ON  APPLES 


JULY  PROSPECTS  FOR  APPLES  MID  PEAJIS  IN  CQNTINEiTAl  EUROPE  ^ 

The  present  outlook  for  tne  1929  -pple  crop  on  the  Continont  of  Europ'®' 
is  mucn  more  promising  but  for  pc^-rs  it  is  somewhat  less  favorr.blc  tnr.n  last 
ye-^T,  n.ccording  to  a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  from  Mr.  Owen  L,  D.-'Wson,  Acting  Agricultural  Comraisn 
sioner  in  Berlin.     If  favorable  conditions  prcvn.il  from  now  on,  Europe  will 
be  much  less  dependant  on  American  fruit  supplies  than  last  year.     The  mar- 
ket for  large  shipments  of  American  ^^pples  will  open  late  this  se-son,  pos- 
sibly not  before  the  New  Year.     All  of  this  is  based  on  the  assumption,  how- 
ever, that  wocdiher  conditions  will  remain  f-vorable  to  the  time  of  harvest. 
Developments  during  August  and  September  may  result  in  a  crop  below  present 
expectations.     The  period  from  July  10  to  July  24  this  year  was  very  hot  and 
dry,  but  tne  July  damage  to  fruit  is  thought  to  be  sm.-ller  than  last  ycnr  rs 
June  precipitation  this  year  was  abund:;nt,  and  the  heat  wave  in  July  has 
since  been  followed  by  cooler  weather. 

The  unusually  cold  weather  experienced  during  the  past  winter  killed 
a  great  many  fruit  trees  in  continental  countries.     This  winter  kill,  how- 
ever, w-.s  confined  mainly  to  stone  fruits.    Apples  and  pears  suffered  only 
to  a_ comparatively  small  extent.     Tho  percentage  of  winter  kill  was  the  larg- 
est m  tne  Nor tbeestern    sections  of  the  Continent,  which  are  not  very  im- 
portant for  fruit  production,     winter  kill  in  Czechoslovakia  -nd  parts  of 
Austria,  nowev^r,  was  also  large.     ;khile  old  trees  of  small  import-xice  suf- 
fered most  irom  the  extensive  cold,  very  young  trees  were  also  dam?^ud  in 
some  localities.    Although  winter  kill  of  -pples  and  pe-^rs  generally  was 
comparatively  sm^ll  it  will  probably  ho.ve  some  effect  upon  the  crop  daring 
the  next  few  yeo^rs . 

Blossoming  of  apples  -^nd  pc-rs  in  -linost  all  parts  of  Europe  took  plpce 
under  tavorable  conditions.    Blossoming,  of  bot;h  apples  -nd  p^nrs  w^s  abundant, 
out      ne-vy  dropping  ol  pe-rs  took  place  in  some  of  the  import-nt  producing 
Sections.     T.-kmg  the  Continent  -s  -  whol.  it  ^.ppe-rs  th-t  the  outlook  for 
table,  kitch.n  •  nd  cid.r  -ppl.s  is  considerably  better  th--n  1-st  ye-r.  Cer- 
mny,  Jjrance,  ov/itzerl :  nd ,  Czechoslovkin ,  Hcll-nd,  Belgium,  Sc--ndinrvia  give 
promise  of  a  better  crop  than  l^st  ye-r.     In  places  the  crop  is  very  good.  In 
t^i^  itr.li.n  Tyrol  and  Austri-.  -nd  probrbly  Pol-nd,  however,      sra-11  apple  crop 
IS  expected.     P-.ar  Conditions  ov..r  tne  Continent  in  general  ^re  unfavorable 
and  tne  crop  is  expected  to  be  smaller  than  in  1928,     This  is  cspeci:lly  true 
ol^^ermaiiy  .-nd  CzechoslovpJcir^.     The  l-.tter  is  v.ry  import.-nt  -s  .-n  exporter  of 
pe-rs.     iwost  of  the  other  Europe-n  countries  show  pear  prospects  murb  the  same 
as  Inst  yc-r.    The  only  pl-^ces  where  a  better  crop  of  pe-rs  is  exptct..d.  this 
ye-r  -re  Switzerl— id,  Fr^nc^,  -nd  for  early  varieties,  the  It^li-n  Tyrol. 

G;i^naany 

Present  conditions  for  apples  in  Germ-ny  vary  from  average  to  good, 
^lossoraing  w-^s  abundant  --nd  night  frosts  did  not  occur  during  the  crit'icaT 
time.     Prospects  in  the  surplus  districts  on  the  banks  of  L^ke  Constant,  in 
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the  Rhine  Valley  and  its  tributaries,  in  Jv'urttembcrg,  Bavaria  and  Central 
Germany  are  fairly  good  to  good.    According  to  trade  opinions  the  commercial 
crop  of  tne  countries  surrounding  Lake  Constance  will  "be  3  to  4  times  as 
large  as  last  year.     DpjriPge  from  insects  was  generally  smaller  than  in  normal 

years.     The  variety  "Schoaer  von  Boskoop"  ,  very  much  favored  "by  German  con- 
sumers, does  not  promise  satisfactory  yields*    Of  early  varieties  "V/eisse  Kla- 
rapfel''  promises  a  good  crop,  but  the  prospect  for  "Gravensteins"  is  relative^ 
ly  poor 


The  outlook  for  pe-rs  in  Germany  this  year  is  rather  poor  and  the 
crop  promises  to  be  lighter  than  last  year.    It  appears  that  pear  trees  have 
suffered  somevvhat  more  from  the  cold  winter  than  apple  trees.    Dropping  of 
pears  was  heavy  after  a  fairly  good  blossoming. 

If  growing  conditions  continue  favorable  from  now  on,  the  continental 
market  for  Araeric-^n  apples  --vill  be  rather  unf -^vorable,   ^.s  American  fruit  will 
have  to  compete  'vith  a  good  German  and  European  crop.     It  is  possible,  however, 
th-t  the  German  m-^.rket  in  -^ugust  and  September  will  be  favorable  for  Americ-n 
Gravensteins  as  the  domestic  crop  of  this  variety  seems  to  be  small,  and  the 
It^^li-n  Tyrol  will  not  have  a  large  export  surplus.    According  to  a  report  of 
a  v/ell  known  frait  company  in  Hgjnburg,  it  c-^.n  be  expected  that  the  outlook 
for  barrelled  American  apples  during  the  coming  campaign  will  be  less  favor^ 
able  than  for  boxed  apples  as  the  competition  of  barrelled  apples  with  dom- 
estic fruit  is  stronger  then  that  of  boxed  apples. 

France 

In  spite  of  some  damage  caused  by  storms  and  insects  the  present 
outlook  in  Frnnce  for  apples  and  pears  (especially  cider  fruit)  seems  fairly 
favorable  -nd  considerably  better  than  last  year.     Blossoming  was  ver  favor- 
able, but  recent  reports  state  that  dropping  has  increased  slightly-     The  out- 
look for  pears  is  somewhr.t  better  than  for  apples. 

Italy 


_        Only  a  small  apple  crop  is  expected  in  the  southern  Tyrol  this  season, 
his  area  is  the  most  important  export  district  for  apples  and  pears  in  Italy. 
The  production  of  apples  and  pears  in  the  province  of  Bolzano  is  thought  to  be 
about  1000  car  lords  as  compared  with  about  3000  in  1928-    The  qu.^lity  and 
seeping  capacity,  however,  promise  to  be  good-     A  good  pear  crop  is  expected 
m  It-ly.     The  outlook  for  early  varieties  is  especially  favorable.     The  qual- 
ity of  the  early  pe:rs,  however,   is  not  satisfactory  in  every  respect.  Winter 
kill  m  south.jrn  Tyrol  w^s  compar-^tively  small  and  will  not  exceed  5  per  cent 
v/hich  includes  mostly  very  old  trees  with  a  small  amount  of  young  trees- 
Blossoming  took  placeiuader-favorable  conditions  and  night  frosts  during 
blossoming  time  occurred  only  in  spots.     In  other  p-rts  of  Italy  the  apple 
-nd  pe-r  crops  se^m  to  be  f.-irly  good. 

_Swit2erl--nd 

I  In  Switzerl'-nd  crop  prospects  are  favorable  for  apples  and  very  favor- 

able for  pears  in  coinp-rison  with  1928.     During  June  conditions  developed  less 
lavorably  but  rem-ined  much  better  th-n  last  ye-r.     'Afith  normal  conditions 
from  now  on  -  crop  equal  to  the  average  of  the  last  ten  yc-rs  c-n  be  expected. 
Ji^arly  nnd  late  varieties  as  well  as  table,  kitchen  -^nd  cider  apples  are  equal- 
ly good-     The  fruits  are  well  developed  ^nd  clean  and  therefore  promise  a 
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good  quality.     The  tr^de  expects  a  much  greater  export  this  se^ison  than  last 
season*     Winter  kill  of  apples  and  peprs  was  small  in  Switzerland  and  is  hard- 
ly a  factor  in  the  situation.    Blossoming  was  accompanied  by  favorable  v;eather. 


Austria 


In  Austria  the  apple  crop  v/ill  be  small  and  lighter  than  last  year  with 
a  pear  crop  about  as  large  as  the  outturn  of  a  year  ago-    From  the  end  of  May 
to  the  beginning  of  July  condition  of  both  apples  and  pears  developed  unfavor- 
ably.    In  Austria  a  large  number  of  apple  ^nd  pear  trees  were  killed  by  the 
unusually  cold  winter.     Since  then  insects  have  contributed  to  the  deteriora- 
tion in  condition. 


Czechoslovakia 

Apple  conditions  as  of  the  middle  of  July  in  Bohemia  promise  ^,  crop 
which  will  be  about  50  per  cent  l-rger  thon  l?ist  ye'^r.     it  is  expected  that 
the  commercial  and  export  crop  will  be  correspondingly  incre^-.sed.  Conditions 
for  table,  kitchen  and  cider  apples  are  equally  good.     The  qu.-^lity  of  the  -pple 
crop  is  expected  to  be  medium  -jid  the  keeping  capacity  good.    In  Slovnkia  and 
Ruthenia  early  apples  are  reported  as  poor  but  late  varieties  are  better. 

On  the  other  hand,  prospects  are  for  a  pear  crop  of  only  l/3  of  last 
year's  yield.  The  quantities  available  for  export  will  therefore  be  small.  In 
good  years  Czechoslovnkia  is  of  very  gre^t  importance  as  a  pear  exporter  to 
Northern  Europe.  Winter  pears  show  better  conditioas  than  early  and  autumn 
v-'.rieties.  Exports  of  early  -^nd  autumn  varieties  are  expected  to  be  70  per 
cent  smaller  than  l-^st  ye--_r.  The  variety  "Kaiserkrone"  shows  an  expecially 
poor  condition.  The  export  of  winter  pears,  however,  may  be  larger  than  last 
ye-r. 


Winter  kill  was  extensive  in  Czechoslovakia,  but  effected  the  stone 
fruits  more  than  apples  and  pears.     Considerable  insect  damage  has  been  done 
to  pears.     In  general  the  early  apple  crop  in  Czechoslovdcia  vvill  not  be  as 
good  as  Ir.st  year  but  l-.te  varieties  will  be  better. 

Holl-^nd  -nd  Belgium 

Both  countries,  which  h-^d  a  very  poor  -i-pple  crop  last  ye-ir,   show  better 
conditions  this  ye-r.  The  official  Dutch  fruit  condition  report  as  of  July  26, 
1929,   st-tes  that  apple  prospects  are  good  and  much  better  than  last  ye-r. 
Prospects  for  the  popular  "Gold  Rinette,"  however,  are  said  to  be  not  so  good 
as  last  ye^r.    Prospects  for  pears  are  fair  and  abov.  as  good  as  1-^.st  year.  The 
outlook  for  apples  and  pears  in  Belgium  is  reported  as  good.    During  the  corr^^ 
mg  season  it  is  expected  th-t  fruit  from  Holland  -nd  Belgium  will  be  exported 
to  th-e  industrial  section  of  Western  Germany  ^.nd  will  compete  there  with  Amer- 
ican fruit. 


Other  countries 


In  Poland  the  winter  kill  of  apple  -^nd  pe^r  trees  was  very  extensive 
and  it  is  thought  th-t  the  crop  this  y^-r  -nd  also  in  tne  next  few  yc-rs  will 
be    materially  decreased  for  th-t  reason.     Early  reports  from  Norwr.y  -nd  Sweden 
indicate  that  apples  and  pears  have  blossomed  well  and  that  the  outlook  is 
quite  favorable.     Hxingary,  Rumania  -nd  Bulgaria  report  favorable  conditions  for 
apples.     Newspaper  reports  state  th-t  Bulg-^ria  'vill  endeavor  to  find  a  market 
I  or  ner  -pple  surplus  in  Germany  this  season. 


